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years. He was perhaps during that period the
staunchest, most effective defender of individual
freedom against Government intrusion. His de-
votion to the Bill of Rights inspired millions
of Americans and countless young law students,
including myself. And one of the great honors
I have had as President was to be able to award
him the Presidential Medal of Freedom in my
first year in office.

He once said the role of the Constitution
is the protection of the dignity of every human
being and the recognition that every individual
has fundamental rights which Government can-
not deny. He spent a lifetime upholding those
rights, and he authored some of the most endur-
ing constitutional decisions of this century, in-
cluding Baker v. Carr, on one person, one vote;
The New York Times v. Sullivan, which brought
the free speech doctrine into the latter half of

the 20th century. The force of his ideas, the
strength of his leadership and his character have
safeguarded freedom and widened the circle of
quality for every single one of us.

We will miss him greatly. And I know you
join me in sending our best wishes and our
prayers to his family and friends, and our grati-
tude for his life.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to discussion participants F. Sherwood
Rowland, professor, University of California at
Irvine, and John Holdren, professor, Harvard Uni-
versity. The proclamation on the death of William
J. Brennan, Jr., is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Statement Announcing the Fast Track Legislation Team
July 24, 1997

I am pleased to announce the appointment
of Jason S. Berman to serve as Special Coun-
selor to the President and coordinate the admin-
istration’s effort to pass fast track legislation.

During his tenure at the White House, Mr.
Berman will take a leave of absence from his
current position as chairman of the Recording
Industry Association of America. I am grateful
to him for setting aside this work to join our
team. Mr. Berman’s extensive knowledge of
trade policy and unparalleled experience on the
Hill will be invaluable to our effort.

I am also pleased to announce that I have
asked Victoria L. Radd, an outstanding member
of my staff, to join Mr. Berman in coordinating
this effort. Ms. Radd is an Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Chief of Staff to Erskine Bowles. Dur-
ing the past 4 years, she has also served as
Associate Counsel to the President and as Dep-

uty Director of Communications. Prior to joining
the White House, she was a partner in the law
firm of Williams & Connolly.

The economic strategy of my administration,
based on reducing the deficit, investing in the
education and skills of our people, and opening
markets, has helped produce the strongest econ-
omy in the world. I am calling on the Congress
to enact fast track legislation so we can continue
our aggressive drive to open markets to our
goods and services and create more high skilled
jobs for the American people. Every President,
Republican and Democrat, in the past two dec-
ades has had this vital tool to maintain effective
American leadership in the global economy. Fast
track authority is in the national interest of the
United States, and my appointment of Jay Ber-
man makes clear my determination to fight for
passage of this important legislation.
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